
Searching for Voice: 7th Grade Writing 
 
 "A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, 
thrifty, brave, clean and reverent."  This is an excerpt from the Boy Scout Handbook.   The Boy 
Scouts are a wonderful way to make new friends and have lots of fun outdoors.   I'll tell you 
about one of my scouting experiences.   It all started when I was going to Camp Pupukea for a 
campout.   It was only a "two-nighter".   "No biggie," I thought, but it was a biggie because the 
adults were teaching the patrols that we're going to Alaska and stuff we might come across.   I 
began planning ways to steal the other patrol's balloon dog that the camp counselors gave every 
patrol (because I wasn't going to Alaska).  When they got back, we took it hostage and popped it.   
Enough about that, let's get back to the carving.   I learned how to carve a long time ago.   There 
was a class on it, but I worked on advancement during that.   Also, for the campout, my tent had 
3 people in it.   We had 2 tents and 2 cots.   I got a cot the first night.   In conclusion, I think 
Scouting is an awesome way to make new friends and have fun in the outdoors. 
 
R. Goodwin 
September 21, 2007 
 
 "I buy birds from the pet store and set them free."   -Ziggy Marley 
 
 Everyone should be cool and get a pet!   Pets are so awesome!  There are dogs, cats, fish, 
rabbits, hamsters, and many, many more!    Pets can do and can be so many things.  A pet can 
keep you company when you are lonely, or if you just want someone to sit next to.   If you get a 
dog, then that would be a perfect pet for you.   I know this because I have a dog named Rocky.   
Sometimes he jumps up on my lap and lays there for hours.  You and your dog can grow a strong 
relationship.    
 
 Are you bored sometimes?   Need somebody or something to cheer you up?   A pet can 
do that.  They can start doing funny things that might just make you laugh!   My dog does that.  
He rolls on his back and starts running around the house! 
 
 I am glad I have a pet.   December 20, 2006, was just a normal night.   My mom cooking, 
my dad working in the yard, and I was on the computer.   Then, one of my mom's friends called.   
She asked me if I wanted a dog.  I always wanted a Pomeranian, but she was offering a Fox 
Terrier-Chihuahua mix.  Mom's friend bought him for her sister, but she didn't want him.   My 
mom said we could look for another dog, but once I heard the story that Rocky was at the 
Humane Society, I got interested in him.   His old owners couldn't take care of him any more and 
had to give him up.   They loved him so much, that they would pay the Humane Society extra, if 
he wasn't adopted, to give him extra days there.   So, I thought that if I didn't accept him, he 
would have to go back to that dreadful place and wait to be adopted again.  I was sure my mom's 
friend wouldn't pay extra to keep him there.   I said yes, and he is the most wonderful thing that 
ever came into my life.   I love him so much even though I wasn't even with him for a whole 
year! 
 If you want to be a proud pet owner, you should get a pet.  It would be good if you adopt 
one.   That will show you care about abandoned animals.   Strong relationships lead to happy 
lives. 
 
E. Poentis 
September 21, 2007 
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 "Somewhere, over the rainbow, way up high, there's a land that I heard of in a 
lullaby…called playtime!" (by Yip Harburg)   School, school, school!   What happened to all our 
recess time?   Kids need more recess!   We only have twenty-five minutes of recess.  That's way 
too short to get all my energy out.   That's why I need more recess. 
 
 Recess is the only free time I get throughout the school day.   One recess is fine for fun, 
but when recess is way too short, then my time goes by too quickly.   Recess starts at 12:10 p.m. 
and ends at 12:35 p.m.   That's not enough time to get all my energy out.   My teachers are 
always complaining that I am too rambunctious, but more recess equals less energy and teachers 
don't want energetic kids.   Kids want more recess, and if we got a longer recess, teachers get a 
longer break; so, it works for me, the kids, and the teachers. 
 
 I am not excited about having to do six hours of school every day.   Recess gives me time 
to chat with my friends and play.   We all enjoy recess time, but all our time flies by, and if 
there's only a little bit of time, then it's like we don't have recess at all.   A longer recess is a lot 
of fun with our friends and a relaxing time for the teachers. 
 
 Where did all the fun go?   Most of our recess time is gone for more school.   Recess time 
is the only fun and wild time we get.   "Somewhere, over the rainbow, way up high, there's a land 
that I heard of once in a lullaby…called playtime!"   Let's find the rainbow! 
 
C. Fischer 
September 21, 2007 
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